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CMC UPDATE: Trade Deficit Increases in June
Abdur Chowdhury, Ph.D. Chief Economist
August 3, 2018

The U.S. trade deficit increased 7.3% in June, the fastest rate since November 2016, reflecting rising imports and
falling exports. Exports fell 0.7% from May, while imports into the U.S. increased 0.6% on the month. Through
the first half of the year, the trade deficit increased 7.2% from the same period a year earlier.
In June, imports of petroleum, as measured in dollars, rose to the highest level since December 2014. Before the
June’s overall increase, the trade gap had narrowed in March through May. That coincided with a renewed focus
on trade policy from President Donald Trump. The unfolding trade dispute may have contributed to an out-ofseason surge in soybean exports in the second quarter.
A low unemployment rate and modestly rising wages—signs of domestic strength—are giving U.S. consumers the
ability to buy foreign products, which in turn is expanding the deficit.
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U.S. Trade Balance: Goods & Services
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Dr. Abdur Chowdhury is a Professor of Economics at Marquette University, the Chief Economist at Capital Market Consultants, Inc. (CMC) and a member of the Federal
Reserve Board of Chicago’s Academic Advisory Council. CMC provides capital market, investment manager and economic research to financial professionals (for more
information about Capital Market Consultants, Inc. see our website at (www.cmarkc.com).
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